008年高考高三第二轮专项训练分类题集---阅读理解 

（一）

A
Indian's snake charmers are to be retrained as wildlife teachers under a plan to prevent their unique skills and knowledge from being lost. The charmers, who make snakes dance to the sound of flutes(笛子), used to be a traditional feature of Indian life, performing in towns and villages, until they were banned in 1972 to control the trade in snake skins.

The government is now considering a plan to train the snake charmers, as they are known, to visit schools and zoos to tell children about forests and wildlife. There is also a proposal to set up a “dial a snake charmer” service to help householders to deal with unwelcome intruders.

“For generations they have been a feature of Indian life but now they can't earn a living for fear of arrest,” said Behar Dutt, a conservationist behind the plans, “if a policeman doesn’t catch them, animal rights activists report them.”
Many snake charmers have continued to work clandestinely since the ban, despite the threat of up to three years in jail. But their trademark cloth-covered baskets, hung from a bamboo pole carried across their shoulders, make them an easy target for police.

The fate of Shisha Nath, 56, from Badarpur, a village just outside of Delhi, is typical of practitioners(从业者) of the dying art. “I used to earn enough to support my family and send my children to school,  "he said. "Now it's hard to earn even for a day. My children want to be snake charmers. It’s our identity. We love the work. But it ’s become impossible.
Next month Dutt’s project to train 30 snake charmers will begin at a snake park in Pune, western India, where experts will enrich their home-grown skills with some formal knowledge.

More than the law, though, it is the dishonest attitude of their fellow countryman that angers many snake charmers.

"'We're disturbed all the time but when people want a snake removed from the house, they rush to us," said Prakash Nath, who was ordered recently to the home of Sonia Gandhi, the Congress party leader.

1.According to the passage, snake charmers will be retrained as wildlife teachers mainly because___.

A. schools need large numbers of such teachers

B. most of them cannot support their families

C. their performances on the street are banned

D. the government plans to save the dying art

2.The purpose of the proposed "dial a snake charmer" telephone service is ___.

A. to give performance of snake dancing

B. to teach householders how to catch and kill snakes

C. to offer cleaning service to wealthy householders

D. to help remove unwanted snakes from the houses

3.The word "clandestinely" in paragraph 4 can be best replaced by the word "___"

A. secretly 

B. publicly 

C. subconsciously 

D. diligently

4.Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the passage?

A. Snake charmers can easily be recognized by the police on the street.

B. Children of snake charmers would not like to continue their fathers' job.

C. Snake charmers are quite angry with the attitude of their fellow countrymen.

D. The animal rights activists take a negative attitude towards snake charmers.

B
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    December 06－Canada: For those of you who have been following this story, the third suspect（嫌疑犯）in the Canadian Cat Mutilation（残害）case has been caught. On March 8, after just under a year of searching, the Find Matt Campaign received information that would comfort many. Now known as Mattew Kaczorowski, 21 years old, this cat mutilator was picked up by the police from the streets of Vancouver. 

    In May 2001, three young men took a young cat, named “Kensington”after the area of town from where she was taken, from the street to a house. They began to cruelly treat and mutilate her to death, videotaping the attack. Two of the suspects, recognized as 21－year－old Jesse Champlain Power and 24－year－old Anthony Ryan Wennekers, were arrested shortly after the incident. Neither helped the police in an effort to find the third suspect, at the time known only as “Matt. ”
    In May 2002, Katie set up the “Find Matt Campaign”, with the goals of raising public awareness（意识）about animal cruelty and having as many eyes as possible look for Matt. 

    “I don’t think Matt would have been caught had it not been for Katie Woodward’s information, ”said Detective Gordon Scott, one of the arresting officers. 

    Kaczorowski faces the charges of animal cruelty, theft under $ 5,000 and possession of property taken by crime, but one charge remains absent: that of animal cruelty. According to Canadian law, this kind of crime must be charged within six months. 

    The case is now before the Courts. 

    While finding Matt is a big step in the right direction of this case, it is not over. It remains that Kensington’s guardian（监护人）has not yet come forward. It is important that her guardian speak out to lessen the possibility of the charges being dropped. 

  5.What does the passage mainly talk about? 

    A. A cat was killed cruelly in Canada. 

    B. A Canadian cat mutilator was caught. 

    C. People pay attention to animal protection. 

    D. No crimes can escape from being charged. 

  6. Which of the following is in correct order according to the time when the events happened? 

    a. Matt was caught by the police

    b.“Find Matt Campaign”was set up. 

    c. Jesse and Anthony were soon arrested. 

    d. Three young men mutilate a cat to death. 

    e. Katie got the information about the third suspect. 

    A. b,e,a,d,c


B. e,a,d,c,b

    C. d,c,b,e,a


D. a,d,b,e,c

7.Which one of the charges does Matt certainly have to face? 

    A. Stealing less than $ 5,000.       B. His possession of property. 

    C. The crime of animal cruelty.     D. A six-month imprisonment. 

  8.What can we infer from the passage? 

    A. Catching Matt was easy for the police. 

    B. Very few people care about Matt’s case. 

    C. Katie started the Find Matt Campaign to protect animals. 

    D. The final result of the case depends on the cat’s guardian. 

C

Bayfield Shopping Coupons(赠券) 
	1. Six Hours Free Parking
If you spend $100 or more in our stores you will receive six hours of free parking. When you have spent $100 or more, just take this coupon and your receipt to the customer service desk on lever 4. They will stamp your parking ticket to allow 6 hours of free parking. Offer here until November 14.


	2. Win a $1,000 CD Collection

     Win your choice of $1,000 worth of CDs from JB Music Store. Just buy any two CDs and your name will go into the competition. Select your own prize from our wide variety of rock, pop, jazz, and classical music. Competition ends November 14. Prize drawn on November 21.

                             Check store for more information.


	3. Buy One, Get One Free

Buy one shirt or tie at Deniel's Menswear, and get another shirt or tie of the same value free. Choose from any of our dress shirts and we will give you another one at no cost. Hurry! Offer ends November 14. Offer limited to one per customer. 


	4. 10% Off

Present this coupon at Tile Book Store to get a 10% discount on any books you buy. We have lots of books to choose from, including children' s books, novels, travel guides, and science works. You' re sure to find something that you will enjoy. Shop now for Christmas. We have plenty of toys as gifts for you and avoid the rush! Offer here until November 14.


	5. Half price Movie Tickets

Buy any full price movie ticket on Tuesdays or Wednesdays, and you can buy a second ticket for a friend for only half price. The latest movies are show in one of our five theaters at Bayfield Shopping Centre. Offer here through December 1. Limit one per customer.


	6. Free Soft Drink

Buy any meal for at least $ 6 at Mike' s Cafe, and receive a free soft drink. We serve the best fast food in the Shopping Centre. Come in and try our delicious meals and our excellent service. You won' t be disappointed ! Free soft drink offer ends November 14.


9.What are these ads for?

    A. Food you can order for delivery.      B. Places to go on vacation.

    C. Special offers at a shopping center.    D. Things on sale in a big store.

10.Which of the following is true according to the ads?

    A. Spending $ 50 means 3 hours of free parking.

    B. One person can buy 4 tickets for the price of' $ 2.

    C. After buying two CDs, you can get another two CDs for free.

    D. At Mike' s Cafe, people can get a free soft drink after spending $ 6.

11. We can know from the passage ____________.

    A. there are more than one theatre in the centre

    B. if you buy a book there, you may pay less than half the price

    C. you may get a free one if you buy a shirt, or a tie, or a pair of shoes

    D. you won' t get a free soft drink unless you spend more than 10 dollars on the meal

D

There are so many different plastic cards that adults have to carry around—library cards, savings cards for different banks, credit cards, just to name a few... So why not have one to replace them all?

Scott Barnhill, an 1l-year-old fifth-grade student in the US, has come up with an idea for a "Security One Card".

Sound smart? The US Patent(专利) Office thought so, and it approved a patent for his idea in April.

Here's an example of how Barnhill's idea would work.

Let's say you have the three cards mentioned above. Instead of carrying them all, you could have just one by having additional magnetic strips(磁条) added to it.

The magnetic strips can be added to any plastic card, even a blank one.

Companies could add their information to one of the strips. For example, you could ask a library to add a strip to your bankcard.

Barnhill has a lot of hobbies, including designing websites. He got the idea at the age of 9 when he saw his father using a keycard to enter their hotel room. He thought, "The hotels are wasting money with the key cards." So, instead of using a hotel-issued key card, guests could use their credit cards--if the hotel added a special magnetic strip. At check-out, the strip would simply be removed.

Now that he has his patent, his next step is a letter-writing campaign to get support from major credit card companies.

"I'm going to be writing letters to credit card companies to ask if they can co-operate. I hope they'll give me money every time someone puts a strip on the back of another card, or every time the idea is used, " Barnhill said. "I'll write the letters and see what they say. If they say no, I'll ask someone else, another credit card company."

He is hoping to make money from his patent and has decided it would be better to collect royalties(专利使用费)if the idea takes off rather than sell his patent.

"The ATM person who invented that sold it totally, and if he'd chosen royalties he'd get like 2 cents for every transaction (交易) and he'd be a billionaire now," Scott said.

12.The advantage of “Security One Card” is that it ___________.

A. could remove the burden of taking all kinds of plastics cards

B. would be very safe

C. could save your money

    D. could have a lot of magnetic strips on it

13. The immediate cause of Scott's invention was that _________.

A. he found that adults have to carry around so many plastic cards

    B. he realized it's big waste to make so many plastic cards instead of only one.

    C. he found even a hotel issued its own cards—keycards.

    D. he realized it would be a good chance to make big money.

14. To use a "Security One Card", ___________.

    A. one has to add additional magnetic strips to it oneself

    B. one has to pay Scott Barnhill each time a magnetic strip is added

    C. all the companies need to add their information to a magnetic strip by themselves

    D. one has to get the permission of the credit card company first.

15. The underlined phrase "takes off" in the last but one paragraph probably means ___________.

A. makes money   B. wins a lot of support    C. is worth a lot   
D. is practical

16. From the story, we can see Scott is ___________.

    A. more magic than smart           B. clever but lazy

    C. creative, determined and wise     D. far-sighted
                                E

If you are a high school senior graduating and looking to enter college in 2006, you will take the new exam.

The biggest change to the SAT (美国学术能力倾向测验) will be the introduction of a new writing section. The writing section will consist of two parts: an essay and a multiple-choice section. Students will be given 25 minutes to respond to a prompt (提示) and construct a well-organized essay that effectively deals with the task. The essay question may require students to complete a statement, to react to a quote, or to agree or disagree with a point of view. In any case, a good essay will support the chosen position with specific reasons and examples from literature, history, art, science, current affairs, or even a student's own experiences.

Essays will be scored based on the procedures for the current SAT II: Writing Test. Essays will be graded by two independent readers on a scale of 1~6, and their two scores will be combined to form an essay subscore that ranges from 2 to 12. Should the readers' scores vary by more than 2 points, a third reader will score the essay. The readers will be high school teachers and college professors who teach composition. To ensure that essays will be scored in a timely manner, they will be scanned and made available to readers on the Internet for grading purpose.

The writing section will also include multiple-choice grammar and usage questions. Some of these questions will call upon students to improve given sentences and paragraphs. Others will present students with sentences and require them to identify mistakes in diction (措辞), grammar, sentence construction, subject-verb agreement, proper word usage.

The highest possible score on the new writing section will be 800. Scores on the essay and multiple-choice section will be combined to produce a single score. A writing subscore will also be assigned. The highest possible scores on the Critical Reading and Math sections will remain 800 each, making 2,400 a perfect score on the new SAT.

17. Which parts are included in the writing section of SAT according to the passage?

  
A. Essay and multiple-choice.              
B. Essay and critical writing.

  
C. Multiple-choice and math.               
D. Multiple-choice and literature.

18. In Paragraph 3, the writer of this passage mainly described _______.

  
A. application of the Internet in scoring the essay

B. relationship between high tech and testing

  
C. cheating in the essay scoring procedure


D. the scoring procedure of the essay

19. Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the passage?

A. The SAT is designed for high school seniors wishing to enter a college.

    B. The writer criticized the multiple-choice in the SAT.

   
C. Good specific examples are encouraged in essay writing.

   
D. The SAT consists of the Critical Reading, Math and the Writing sections.

20. Which of the following would be the best title for this passage?

   
A. The new SAT scoring.      

    B. Language testing reform.

   
C. College entrance exam reform.        D. The new writing section of SAT.
（二）

A

 In bringing up children, every parent watches eagerly the child’s acquisition(学会) of each new skill — the first spoken words, the first independent steps, or the beginning of reading and writing. It is common that parents hurry the child beyond his natural learning rate, but this can set up dangerous feelings of failure and states of worry in the child. This might happen at any stage. A baby might be forced to use a toilet too early, and a young child might be encouraged to learn to read before he knows the meaning of the words he reads. On the other hand, though, if a child is left alone too much, or without any learning opportunities, he loses his natural enthusiasm(热情) for life and his desire to find out new things for himself.
    Parents vary greatly in their degree of strictness towards their children. Some may be especially strict in money matters; others are severe over time of coming home at night or punctuality(准时) for meals. In general, the controls imposed(强加的) represent the needs of the parents and the values of the community(社区) as much as the child’s own happiness.
    As regards the development of moral standards in the growing child, consistency is very important in parental teaching. To forbid a thing one day and excuse it the next is no foundation for morality.  Also, parents should realize that “example is better than precept”. If they are not sincere and do not practise what they preach(说教), their children may grow confused, and emotionally insecure when they grow old enough to think for themselves, and realize they have been to some extent fooled.
    A sudden awareness of a marked difference between their parents’ principles and their morals can be a dangerous disappointment.
1. Eagerly watching the child’s acquisition of new skills _____.
    A. should be avoided
    B. is universal among parents
    C. sets up dangerous states of worry in the child
    D. will make him lose interest in learning new things
2. When children are learning new skills, parents should _____.
    A. encourage them to read before they know the meaning of the words they read
    B. not expect too much of them
    C. achieve a balance between pushing them too hard and leaving them on their own
    D. create as many learning opportunities as possible
3. The second paragraph mainly tells us that _____.
   A. parents should be strict with their children
   B. parental controls satisfy only the needs of the parents and the values of the community
   C. parental restrictions vary, and are not always enforced for the benefit of the children alone
   D. parents vary in their strictness towards their children according to the situation
4. The underlined word “precept” (in Paragraph 3) probably means “_____”.
    A. idea


B. punishment          C. behaviour

D. instruction
5. In moral matters, parents should _____.
    A. observe(遵守,奉行) the rules themselves
    B. be aware of the marked difference between adults and children
    C. forbid things which have no foundation in morality
D. satisfy their children’s needs
B

Answer the following questions by using file information taken from a dictionary page. (You may read the questions first)

	 jaguar  n. a type of large, yellow-colored cat with black markings found in the south western            

         legion of the U.S. and in Central the South America.

 jargon  1 n. speech that doesn’t make sense. 2 n. an unknown language that seems strange or 

         impossible to understand. 3 n. a language made up of two or more other language: His 

         jargon was a mixture of French and English. 4 n. the special vocabulary of a field or 

         profession: Her report on computers was filled with jargon.

 jaunt   1 n. a trip taken for fun. 2 v. to go on a brief pleasant trip: We jaunted to the country 

         last Saturday.

 javelin  1 n. a spear most commonly used as a weapon or in hunting. 2 n. a lightweight metal or 

         wooden spear that is thrown in track-and-field contests. 3 n. the contest in which a 

         Javelin is thrown. 4 v. to strike, as with a javelin.

 jazz    1 n. a type of music that originated in New Orleans and is characterized by rhythmic 

         beats. 2 n. popular dance music influenced by jazz. 3 n. slang empty talk. 4 adj. of or

         like jazz: a jazz band, jag records.

 jennet   n. a small Spanish horse.


6. Which meaning of the word javelin is used in the sentence below?

   At the competition, Jack drew his arm back and threw the javelin 50 yards.

   A. Definition 1                     B. Definition 2

   C. Definition 3                      D. Definition 4

7. Which meaning of the word jargon is used in the sentence below?

   The younger generation has its jargon in communication.

A. Definition 1                      B. Definition 2

C. Definition 3                       D. Definition 4

8. What does the word jazz mean in the following sentence?

  Don’t give me that jazz, for I am a practical person.

A. Rhythmic beats.                   B. A type of music

C. A kind of dance.                   D. Meaningless talk

C 

More and more, the operations of our businesses, governments, and financial institutions are controlled by information that exists only inside computer memories. Anyone clever enough to modify this information for his own purposes can reap big reward. Even worse, a number of people who have done this and been caught at it have managed to get away without punishment.
It’s easy for computer crimes to go undetected if no one checks up on what the computer is doing. But even if the crime is detected, the criminal may walk away not only unpunished but with a glowing recommendation from his former employers.
 Of course, we have no statistics on crimes that go undetected. But it’s disturbing to note how many of the crimes we do know about were detected by accident, not by systematic inspections or other security procedures. The computer criminals who have been caught may have been the victims of uncommonly bad luck.
 Unlike other lawbreakers, who must leave the country, commit suicide, or go to jail, computer criminals sometimes escape punishment, demanding not only that they not be charged but that they be given good recommendations and perhaps other benefits. All too often, their demands have been met.
 Why? Because company executives are afraid of the bad publicity that would result if the public found out that their computer had been misused. They hesitate at the thought of a criminal boasting in open court of how he juggled (诈骗) the most confidential （保密）records right under the noses of the company’s executives, accountants, and security staff. And so another computer criminal departs with just the recommendations he needs to continue his crimes elsewhere. 
9. It can be concluded from the passage that _______________.
A. it is still impossible to detect computer crimes today
B. people commit computer crimes at the request of their company
C. computer criminals escape punishment because they can’t be detected
D. computer crimes are the most serious problem in the operation of financial institutions
10. It is implied in the third paragraph that _________________.
A. most computer criminals who are caught blame their bad luck
B. the rapid increase of computer crimes is a troublesome problem
C. most computer criminals are smart enough to cover up their crimes
D.   many more computer crimes go undetected that are discovered
11. Which of the following statements is mentioned in the passage?
A. A strict law against computer crimes must be enforced
B. Companies usually hesitate to uncover computer crimes to protect their reputation
C. Companies will guard against computer crimes to protect their reputation
D. Companies need to impose restrictions on confidential information
12. What may happen to computer criminals once they are caught?
A. With a bad reputation they can hardly find another job.
B. They may walk away and easily find another job.
C. They will be denied access to confidential records
D. They must leave the country to go to jail.
D

Robert Spring, a 19th century forger（造者）, was so good at his profession that he was able to make his living for 15 years by selling false signatures of Americans. Spring was born in English in 1813 and arrived in Philadelphia in 1858 to open a bookstore. At first he became rich by selling his small but real collection of early U.S. autographs （手稿）. Discovering his ability at copying handwriting, he began imitating signatures of George Washington and Ben Franklin and writing them on the title pages of old bocks. To lessen the chance of detection（察觉）, he sent his forgeries to England and Canada for sale.

　　Forgers have a hard time selling their products. A forger can’t deal with a respectable buyer but people who don’t have much knowledge in the field. Forgers have many ways to make their work look real. For example, they buy old books to use the aged paper of the title page, and they can treat paper and ink with chemicals.

　　In Spring’s time. right after the Civil War, Britain was still fond of the Southern states, so Spring invented a respectable maiden lady known as Miss Fanny Jackson, the only daughter of General“Stonewall ”Jackson. For several years Miss Fanny’s financial problems forced her to sell a great number of letters and manuscripts. Spring had to work very hard to satisfy the demand. All this activity did not prevent Spring from dying in poverty, leaving sharp - eyed experts the difficult task of separating his forgeries from the originals.

13. Why did Spring sell his false autographs in England and Canada?

　　A. There was a greater demand there than in America.

　　B. There was less chance of being detected there.

　　C. Britain was Spring’s birthplace.

　　D. The prices were higher in England and Canada.

14. After the civil War, there was a great demand in Britain for________.

　　A. Southern money

　　B. Signatures of George Washington and Ben Franklin

　　C. Southern manuscripts and letters

　　D. Civil War battle plans
15. According to the passage, forgeries are usually so1d to________.

　　A. sharp - eyed experts　　　　　　 B. persons who aren’t experts

　　C. book dealers　　　　　　　　　 D. owners of old books

16. Who was Miss Fanny Jackson?

　　A. The only daughter of General“ stonewall” Jackson.

　　B. A little - known girl who sold her father’s papers to Robert Spring.

　　C. Robert Spring’s daughter.

　　D. An imaginary person created by Spring.
E

People say teenagers are no good. They make too much noise in shopping malls; they drive recklessly up and down America’s main streets; they carry chips on their shoulders as big as the Sears Tower. And at least some of the time those things are true. But we shouldn’t forget that there are hard moments in the life of a teenager too.

　　I watched such a moment not long ago at a woman’s funeral(葬礼). I didn’t expect the event to affect me. Through much of the ceremony, in fact, I remained unmoved.

　　Then her teenage grandson stepped forward. With his very first deep breath, every heart in that church was achingly reminded of something we had all forgotten. Softly he began: “I want to share a few values that Nana taught me. She never failed to see light in any situation. When our family dog would literally attact her, what would Nana say? ‘Oh, what beautiful markings that dog has.’ That was Nana.

　　“She was a strong woman who often lived in the shadow of my grandpa, who was a successful businessman in this city. But she was the one behind the scenes who provided the strength and support for Grandpa’s career,” he said, with a voice now trembling. “That was Nana’s way.”

　　Through a muffled sob, he continued. “Whenever she did anything worth recognition, you’d have to hear about it from a different source, because she was never one to brag.”

　　Finally, in a voice breaking free of sorrow, he looked up and said, “Nana taught me courage. She put up an incredible fight to the end, when she died peacefully, which is how she lived her life. That was Nana’s way, and I hope I can carry on in the same manner.”

　　There are no hearts as sensitive as those of teenagers, because everything is happening to them for the first time. The trouble with teenagers is that they haven’t learned to be controlled.

　　When that boy rose to speak about the woman who surely had been his truest ally and dearest friend, his honest voice dragged each of us out into the open where we could no longer hide in the calm ritual. He exposed us to the truth about this very real woman who believed in a boy who probably tried the patience of many adults. He reminded us that his grandmother was more than another dot on the chart of life and death.

　　All over again we felt those powerful losses crisscrossing our own hearts, and we knew that when you say good-bye to a beloved grandparent, you say good-bye to something happy, something young in yourself. And that something never really returns, and the pain never really goes away.

17. According to the first paragraph, _____________.

　　 A．young people should keep quiet before the public

　　 B．people don’t think highly of the teenagers

　　 C．people shouldn’t forget the young people

　　 D．young people are living a hard life

18. From the boy’s speech, we know his grandmother ____________.

　　 A．was a weak woman living in the shadow of his grandpa

　　 B．liked dogs very much even if they often attacked her

　　 C．could see everything around her though she was old

　　 D．had great influence over the boy when she was alive

19. We can infer from the passage that the boy ___________.

　　 A．was filled with sadness and gave up finishing his talk

　　 B．was always very good at expressing himself

　　 C．practiced a lot in order to give a moving speech

　　 D．had great difficulty in accepting the loss of Nana

20. The writer wanted to tell the readers ____________.

　　 A．the young people were too weak to face the fact

　　 B．the young people had to learn to control themselves

　　 C．the adults could learn something valuable from the young

D．the adults should teach the young how to deal with the death
（三）

 A

Calendars (日历)

Of course you know the day, month, and year in which you were born. Could it have been the 2nd of Abh, 5710? That doesn’t sound familiar to most of you, does it? But it is a perfectly reasonable calendar date —— not on the Gregorian calendar (格里日历) with which you are most familiar, but on one of the many other calendars still in use by the peoples of the world today. Abh is the eleventh month on the Hebrew calendar (希伯来日历), which dated from 3,760 years and 3 months before the beginning of the Christian Era (基督世纪). Besides having an earlier Year One, the Hebrew year begins in the middle of September during the harvest time.

Ways of keeping count of time were developed slowly through the ages by many peoples. Early men could observe that there are three important units (单位) of time: the day, the month, and the year. The day and the year depend on the rotation (自传) of the earth and its movement around the sun. The month depends on the moon’s journey around the earth.

To fit these three units of time into a reliable (可靠) plan was a great task which took men many centuries to finish. As a matter of fact, the task is really not finished yet since our calendar is not yet perfect. Many people are still trying to change it. 

1. Who was born on the 2nd of Abh, 5710?
A. Some well-known Hebrew person.
B. The reader of this passage.
C. The writer of this passage.
D. Nobody that we know.

2. In the Hebrew calendar, the year 1988 is Year _______.

  A. 5748           B. 5710             C. 3760            D. 1988

3. In the Hebrew calendar, the year begins in _______.

  A. spring          B. summer           C. autumn         D. winter

4. The writer of the passage seems to think that inventing a calendar is ________.
A. a simple task —— even early man could do it
B. an interesting task —— there are different calendars all over the world
C. a difficult task —— it took people centuries to finish
D. a useless task —— you can never make a perfect calendar

B

To discover whether bees can see colors, the following experiment is set up. A table is put in a garden and on the table is a piece of blue cardboard (硬纸板) with a drop of syrup (糖浆) on it. After a short time, bees come to the syrup. The bees then fly to their hive (蜂窝) and give the syrup to other bees in the hive. Then they return to the feeding-place which they have discovered. After a while, the blue cardboard with the syrup on it is taken away. Instead of this card, a blue card is now put on the left side of the first feeding-place and a red card to its right. These new card have no syrup on them. Thus, the blue card is on the left, the red card on the right, and there is nothing where the first blue feeding-card used to be. Very soon bees arrive again, and fly straight to the blue card. None to the red card.
5. To do the experiment, altogether how many cards do you need to prepare?

  A. Two, one blue and one red.          B. Three, two blue and one red.

  C. Three, one blue and two red.         D. Four, two blue and two red.

6. If figure 1 (图1) below shows the table top during step 1 of the experiment, which picture in figure 2 represents (代表) step 2?

  (blue card with syrup          blue card          red card )

[image: image1.png]
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  Figure 1: 

  Figure 2: 

A              B            C            D

7. During step 2 of the experiment, the bees come to_______.
A. the original () blue card with syrup on it 
B. the new blue card with no syrup on it
C. the empty space where original blue card was
D. the new blue card with syrup on it

8. The experiment has proved that bees _______.

  A. cannot see colors               B. can see colors

  C. cannot see blue                 D. cannot see red

9. Which title best gives the idea of the passage?
A. Bees love blue.
B. Bees love syrup.
C. Bees, color and syrup.
D. Can bees see color?
                                    C

When a group of children politely stop a conversation with you, saying: “We have to go to work now,” you’re left feeling surprised and certainly uneasy. After all, this is the 1990s and the idea of children working is just unthinkable. That is, until you are told that they are all pupils of stage schools, and that the “work” they go off to is to go the stage in a theatre.

Stage schools often act as agencies(代理机构) to supply children for stage and television work. More worthy of the name “stage school” are those few places where children attend full time, with a training for the theatre and a general education.

A visit to such schools will leave you in no doubt that the children enjoy themselves. After all, what lively children wouldn’t settle for spending only half the day doing ordinary school work, and acting, singing, or dancing their way through the other half of the day?

Then of course there are times for the children to make a name and make a little money in some big shows. Some stage schools give their children too much professional work at such a young age. But the law is very tight on the amount they can do. Those under13 are limited to 40 days in the year; those over 13 do 80 days.

The schools themselves admit that not all children will be successful in the profession for which they are being trained. So what happens to those who don’t make it? While all the leading schools say they place great importance on children getting good study results, the facts seem to suggest this is not always the case.

10. People would stop feeling uneasy when realizing that the children they’re talking to ________.
A. attend a stage school

B. are going to the theatre
C. have got some work to do

D. love singing and dancing
11. In the writer’s opinion, a good stage school should ________.
A. produce star performers
B. help pupils improve their study skills
C. train pupils in language and performing arts 
D. provide a general education and stage training
12. “Professional work” as used in the text means ________.
A. ordinary school work 
B. money-making performances
C. stage training at school 

D. acting, singing or dancing after class
13. Which of the following best describes how the writer feels about stage school?
A. He thinks highly of what they have to offer.
B. He favors an early start in the training of performing arts.
C. He feels uncomfortable about children putting on night shows.
D. He doubts the standard of ordinary education they have reached.

D

1970 was World Conservation（自然保护）Year. The United Nations wanted everyone to know that the world is in danger. They hoped that governments would act quickly in order to “conserve” nature. Here is one example of the problem. At one time there were 1,300 different plants, trees and flowers in Holland, but now only 866 remain. The others have been destroyed by modern man and his technology. We are changing the earth, the air and water, and everything that grows and lives. We can’t live without these things. If we continue like this, we shall destroy ourselves.

What will happen in the future? Perhaps it is more important to ask “What must we do now?” The people who will be living in the world of tomorrow are the young of today. A lot of them know that conservation is necessary. Many are helping to save our world. They plant trees, build bridges across rivers in forests, and so on. In a small town in the United States a large group of girls cleaned the banks of 11 kilometers of their river. Young people may hear about conservation through a record called “No one’s going to change our world”. It was made by the Beatles, Cliff Richard and other singers. The money from it will help to conserve wild animals.

14．“ No one’s going to change our world ” was ______.

A．an important book published in 1970
B．an idea that nobody would accept

C．a record calling on people to conserve nature
D．a rule worked out by the United Nations

15．What is the most important thing for us to do to save our world?

A．We should plant more trees and flowers.

B．we should clean the banks of our rivers.

C．we should know what will happen in the future.
D．we should know what we must do and begin to do it now．
16．What’s the main idea of the passage?

A．1970 was World Conservation Year.
B．The United Nations wanted everyone to know that the world is in danger.
C．Conservation is necessary.
D．It is the young people who are helping to save our world.
E

Farmer Ed Rawlings smiles as he looks at his orange trees．The young oranges are growing well in Florida’s weather．Warm sunshine and gentle rains，along with Ed Rawlings’ expert care，will produce a good crop of oranges this year．
But Ed has to fight against Florida’s changeable winter weather．In January and February，temperatures can destroy Ed’s entire orange crop．Having farmed in Florida for the past 35 years，Ed Rawlings is prepared for the frosts（霜）．When temperatures drop below freezing，Ed tries to save his crop by watering his orange trees．The water freezes and forms a thin layer（层） of ice on the trees．Strange as it may sound，this thin layer of ice actually keeps the fruit warm．
What happens is simple．When the trees are watered，the water loses heat and becomes ice．The warmth of the heat it loses is sucked in by the fruit and keeps its temperature at a safe level．Ed Rawlings has effectively used this method（方法）to save many orange crops．
But Ed still faces some difficulties．The trees should be watered at the exact moment the temperature drops to the freezing point．Also，just the right quantity of water must be used．Too much water can form a thick layer of ice that will break the trees branches．Another difficulty is that wind blows away the heat．So Ed has to worry about not only when but also how often his trees should be watered，and how much water should be used．
Computer technology may help Ed Rawlings with some of these worries．With equipment，air and soil temperatures and wind speed can be measured．The Information is fed into a computer which can tell when temperatures drop to freezing．The computer can correctly decide the quantity of water to be used and how frequently the trees should be watered．Ed Rawlings will find looking after his orange trees a lot easier with the help of a computer，and we’ll all have the benefits（or advantages）of computerage oranges．

17．The passage is mainly about ______.
A．a farmer’s expert care for his orange trees

B．the different uses of computers

C．growing oranges in Florida’s changeable weather

D．different ways of frost protection

18．In the writer’s eyes, computers ______．
A．are too expensive for small farmers

B．can be a valuable tool for the farmer

C．can be used to help oranges grow bigger
D．cannot take the place of the farmer’s experience and judgement

19．Which of the following is NOT NECESSARY for Ed Rawlings to do？
A. He should water the orange trees as soon as the temperature drops to the freezing point. 

B. He should decide the quantity  of water for the orange trees．
C. He has to water the orange trees more often in January and February．
D. He has to judge how often he should water the orange trees．
20．According to the passage，the computer technology can  ______．
A．get rid of the need for frost protection

B．help the farmer get a better harvest

C．tell the farmer why outdoor temperature changes
D．prevent the temperature from dropping to the freezing point
（四）
A

Some of Beijing Zoo’s animals are suffering menu changes because of the bird flu spread in Asia .

Gone are the lions’ and tigers’ delightful “live” chicken dinners . In their menu , instead , are raw beef and mutton . While the lions and tigers go chickenless , the zoo’s birds are also receiving some special and uncomfortable treatment these days . The peacocks in Badaling Safari Animal World , who used to be featured in the park and could walk around showing off their beautiful feathers , now are forced to stay in cages .

And turkeys at the Beijing Zoo—believed to be most likely to suffer from the bird flu virus —have been moved out of their old home to places separate from visitors . In most cases , display areas with birds have been closed for health reasons .

Yet a good thing about the present situation is that the living conditions of the zoo’s birds are being improved , with keepers keeping the display areas cleaner and not as crowded as before . Almost all zoos have done more frequent cleaning and disinfection for bird cages —measures to prevent infection .

In this special period , pigeons（鸽子）are frowned upon . In Beijing , many homing pigeon lovers use balconies （阳台）to build cages for birds . Most neighbours are fed up with these cages since they can produce waste and feathers . Now the city’s homing pigeon organization is asking all its members to stop letting pigeons out of their cages and keep cages clean . Still , pigeons and some other birds seem less lovely to people than before .

As a Chinese newspaper put it : “Doves , are you still angels ?”

1．Which of the following shows the menu changes in the Beijing Zoo ?


A．The lions and tigers have “live” chicken dinners .


B．The lions and tigers eat raw beef and mutton .


C．The lions and tigers have chickens only for supper .


D．The lions and tigers have beef and mutton for part of meals .

2．We can conclude from the text that         .


A．turkeys have been moved out of the zoo because of the bird flu virus 


B．peacock shows used to be free of charge 


C．people can hardly see peacock shows in the Beijing Zoo now 


D．homing pigeons are safe from the bird flu virus 

3．The underlined sentence in the text means “       ”.


A．pigeons receive the best care 
B．people are worried about pigeons 


C．people feel displeased with pigeons  D．people show no interest in pigeons 

B

Awareness Weeks （认知宣传周）have become a regular part of Britain’s cultural landscape over the past few years . They started back in 1957 , when one charity （慈善机构）, Christian Aid , decided to make all its money-raising efforts on one time of year . It was thought that by doing this they would get more publicity for their cause .

They were right , and soon other charities and campaign （活动）groups followed them . These days , most donations（捐款）to charity are not collected on the streets . So instead of just asking for money , charities prefer to spend their time “ raising awareness” —spreading knowledge of the work they do or the cause they support . They also compete with businesses and trade groups who use awareness weeks as marketing campaigns for their products .

There are now 500 awareness weeks held every year in the UK . No week goes by without one group or another trying to make the British public aware of something , with most held in May or October .

The danger with all these awareness weeks is that people start to become cynical(不信任). Take National Smile Week , it seems like a great idea . Let’s all make each other’s life a little bit happier with a friendly smile . But really it’s just a group of dentists and cosmetics companies trying to sell us toothpaste . It’s enough to make you want to start National Forget About It Week .

“People feel that many awareness campaigns are just marketing exercises,” says Ms Ormiston , who edits the Awareness Campaign Register , a news letter which encourages people who run Awareness Weeks to become more aware of each other . “But 90 per cent of campaigns are run by traditional charities or not for groups to make money .”

“There’s still no official group for awareness campaigns ,” says Ms Ormiston . “People can do what they like , whatever the size of their budgets （经费）or their public relations machines allows .”

This situation has led to calls for laws to stop real charities having their efforts overshadowed by marketing campaigns . This could be done by making the two groups hold their weeks at different times or stopping businesses running imitation(模仿) charity campaigns .

But there is another way . Maybe it’s time for National Weak Awareness Week , especially for people whose awareness of Awareness Weeks is weak .

4．What’s the main purpose of awareness weeks run by charities in Britain ?


A．To raise money for charities .
B．To spread knowledge of charities .


C．To take up marketing campaigns .
D．To advertise their goods for sale .

5．Why do people start to become cynical about awareness weeks ?


A．Too many awareness weeks make people feel bored .


B．People feel many awareness weeks are just for marketing exercises .


C．People have a weak awareness of awareness weeks .


D．Awareness weeks are held too often and too much money is raised .
6．What does Ms Ormiston think about awareness weeks ?


A．Most of the awareness weeks should not be for making money .


B．Official groups should take the place of charities in awareness campaigns .


C．People can do what they like in awareness weeks .


D．People can get larger budgets through awareness campaigns .

7．Which of the following is the right measure to be taken to solve the problems in awareness campaigns ?


A．Laws should stop awareness weeks run by real charities .


B．There should be large public relations departments in awareness campaigns .


C．Business and awareness campaigns should not be held at the same place .


D．Marketing campaigns should not be in the name of charity ones .

8．What’s the writer’s view on Awareness Weeks ?


A．National Forget About It Week should be held to stop awareness weeks .


B．National Smile Week is a great idea to improve people’s life .


C．National Weak Awareness Week can help people better understand awareness weeks .


D．Awareness Weeks should be stopped because of marketing campaigns .

C

Chemicals used for industrial processes often create dangerous forms of waste . The amount of these chemicals has risen heavily in the past few years , as more areas of the world industrialize and new products are produced . Over 80,000 different chemicals are used in industries world-wide . Around the world hundreds of millions of tons of harmful waste are produced each year . Often , it is difficult and expensive to get rid of these chemicals or to store them in a way that does not endanger human life and the environment .

Every year , major health problems result from harmful waste . Sadly , it is often after someone has died or , become seriously ill that governments will take actions and reduce levels of dumped（倾倒的）harmful waste . In 1989 , a school in New Jersey had to be closed because students there had suffered too much exposure（暴露）to chromium（铬）. It was later learned that large amounts of chromium had been dumped nearby and blown over to the school area .

Research has been done to provide information on the effects of every chemical . Because waste chemicals often mix together , it will also be necessary to learn how the combinations of these chemicals affect human health .

Some governments have realized how serious the problem is and are making laws to get rid of harmful waste . They are also trying to limit the amount of waste industries are allowed to produce .

Not only governments but the public as well must form part of the solution . They can choose not to buy those products which require the production of harmful waste , attempt to affect policymakers , and produce less harmful waste themselves . Many scientists think that waste production can be cut . The waste can be reduced by at least one-third using existing technologies and methods .

9．What is mainly discussed in the text ?


A．The effect of every chemical .
B．Problems of harmful waste .


C．Chemicals used for industrial processes .D．Events related to waste chemicals .

10．From the text we know that            .


A．chromium can poison people when there is a wind 


B．chromium pollution makes the local government close the school 


C．some governments don’t realize how serious the problems are until people suffer a lot from harmful waste 


D．about two-thirds of the waste can pollute the environment 
11．Which of the following least matches the solution the writer refers to ?


A．Chemicals used for industrial processes should be banned .


B．People can make use of the existing technologies and methods to reduce the waste .


C．Policymakers make laws to limit the production of harmful waste .


D．People choose not to buy products which may produce harmful waste .

12．The writer of the text thinks that            .


A．governments should have forbidden the production of waste chemicals 


B．mixed waste chemicals can always be stored without endangering people 


C．industries must not produce waste chemicals which harm people so much 


D．everyone can do something to help solve the problem of waste chemicals 
D

Banks view online banking as a powerful “value-added” tool to attract and keep new customers while helping to eliminate costly paper handling or teller（出纳员）interactions in an increasingly competitive banking environment .

Today , most large national banks , many local banks and credit unions offer some form of online banking , variously known as PC banking , home banking , electronic banking or Internet banking . Online banks are sometimes referred to as “brick-to-click” banks , both to tell them from “brick-to-mortar” banks that haven’t yet offered online banking , as well as from “virtual”（虚拟）banks that have no physical branches or tellers whatsoever .

The challenge（挑战）for the banking industry has been to design this new service channel in such a way that its customers will readily learn to use and trust it . Most of the large banks can now offer fully safe ,fully functional （功能的）online banking for free or for a small cost . As more banks succeed online and more customers use their sites , fully functional online banking will likely become as commonplace as automated teller machines (ATM).

Online banking has a lot of advantages . Unlike your corner bank , online banking sites never close; they’re at hand 24 hours a day , seven days a week , and they’re a mouse click away . If you’re out of state or even out of the country when a money problem appears , you can log on instantly to your online bank and take care of business . Online bank sites generally carry out and confirm （确认）deals at or quicker than ATM processing speeds . Many online banking sites now offer fashionable tools to help you manage all of your valuable items more effectively .

13．The word “eliminate” in the first paragraph probably means “          ”.


A．keep
B．remove 
C．reduce 
D．improve 

14．What is the challenge for the banking industry according to the text ?

A. To make online banking attractive .

B. To open new services all over the world .


C．To offer online banking for free .

D．To take care of business 24 hours a day .

15．From the text we can conclude that            .


A．“brick-to-click” banks are in fact another kind of physical banks 


B．the function of a “brick-to-click” bank is as common as that of an ATM 


C．a “ brick-to-motar” bank is no better than a virtual one 


D．customers can deal with their banking by a mouse click 

16．What would be the best title for this text ?


A．Banking of Various Forms 
B．Improvement of Banking Industry 


C．Development of Online Banking 
D．Functions of the “Brick-to-Click” Bank 

E

Research shows that parents who reward self-control and independence mean to have children with high achievement motivation(动力). Such parents set high standards for their children but allow them to work at their own level and to make their own mistakes. However, parents of low need achievers just set impossibly high goals for their children and make extreme demands. In addition, parents of high need achievers encourage good performance but do not scold their children when they fail. If a child comes back from school with four A's and one B on a report card, the parents focus on the A's; parents of a low need achievers would ask, "Why the B?"; parents of high need achievers deal with grades with warmth and suggestions for reasonable goals and ways to reach them. Parents of low need achievers might say, "You're dumb and lazy. You will never achieve anything." And punish the child. When a child is having trouble with a math problem, the parent of a high need achiever will suggest the general procedure(过程) and let the child work on the particular solution; a low need achiever's parent will solve the problem and then hand the child the answer.

17. Parents of high need achievers ________ .

A. usually leave their children alone        

B. B. set low standards for their children

C. allow failure on the part of their children 

D. D. control their children to a least degree

18. If a child gets good marks for some courses and lower marks for others, a parent of a high-need achiever will ______ .

A. scold him for the lower marks and praise him for the good

B. praise him and give some suggestions for further improvement

C. praise him for the good marks and reward him

D. scold him for the lower marks and punish him

19. When children are facing math problems, parents should give him general instructions rather than final result, because _______ .

A. it is easier for the parents      

B. the teachers may not. permit the latter solution

C. children may prefer it

D. it will give the children a chance for doing something challenging

20. The passage is mainly about the role of _______.

A. reward in improving children's study  

B. self-control and independence in child growth

C. emotional reaction in bettering achievement

E. praise in improving desired behavior
（五）

A

On September 22, 1986, Jay Brunkella, a police-officer in the Rogers Park district in Chicago, was shot during a drug arrest and died. Shortly afterwards, fellow officer Ken Knapcik, a 20-year veteran (老警官) of the force, returned home after work to find a note from his 15-year-old daughter on the dining table.

Dad-This poem came directly from my heart. I love you so much! It scares and amazes me that you go out every day and risk everything to provide us with all that we have. I wrote this to express how much I love you and how much lost I’d be without you-Laura. P.S.: Hey, let’s be careful out there.

Titled “The Ultimate Cop”, Laura’s poem was dedicated “To all the cops in the world who have daughters who love them with all their hearts. And especially to my dad.” It was about a police-officer’s daughter who sees on the night time news that her father has been shot. Part of poem: “Daddy, my Daddy, can you hear me cry? Oh, God, I need my Daddy, please don’t let him die.”

    Ken Knapcik stood alone as he read the poem. “It took me several minutes,” he said. “I’d get through part of it and have to stop before I could go on. I was weeping. She had never told me she was scared.” He took the poem to work the next day and showed it to his fellow officers. “I’ve never seen so many grown men cry. Some couldn’t finish it.”

Knapcik keeps Laura’s poem in the pocket of his police jacket. He takes it with him every time he leaves the house for a new shift. “I don’t want to be out there without it.” he said, “I’ll probably carry it with me forever.”

1.Laura wrote the poem ______.

A. in memory of her father who was shot in the drug arrest

B. to show her great sorrow in losing her father

C. to show her respect to all the cops who lost their lives

D. to tell officer Ken Knapcik how much she loved him

2.All the officers cried because ______.

A. Jay Brunkella was shot and died

B. they were greatly touched by the poem

C. the poem was so sad that they couldn’t hold back their tears

D. they thought of their dangerous life

3.Knapcik keeps Laura’s poem in his pocket ______.

A. to treasure her daughter’s love and to value his own life   
B. to keep it from missing

C. because he can’t go out without it     
D. to mourn over the death of officer Jay Brunkella

4.Which of the following is the best title for the passage?

A. Poem for a cop                 B. An officer’s death

C. Daughter’s love                D. Love my job, love my daughter

B

In the age of reality television, success isn’t the only way to the public eye. Failure can also create fame, just like William Hung, 21, a native of Hong Kong.

Hung recently has made an agreement with US-based entertainment firms Koch Records and Fuse Music Network. They will publish a full-length record, titled “The True Idol” on April 6.

The idol is a civil engineering student at the University of California at Berkeley. He did a version of Ricky Martin’s “She Bangs” on the television show “American Idol 3”, on January 27. The Fox TV singing contest searches for pop stars among ordinary people. In the case of Hung, however, his act was so bad that the judges cut him off in mid-act.

Hung’s response? “I already gave my best, so I have no regrets at all.” That’s good, because any common person would have found plenty to regret: The off-key singing. The blue Hawaiian shirt worn with pants pulled up too high. The terrible dancing. The hips jerking (摇摆) to a beat that did not belong to the song, maybe not even to this planet. It was, by all accounts, bad.

But, it was this very bad act that sold well.

Marc Juris, president of Fuse, explained it this way: “Every one of us is happily guilty of singing our favorite song at the top of our lungs with complete freedom, completely off-key and completely unworried. That’s what William did and immediately won the hearts of America.”

Whatever it is, for the moment it’s big. Three websites devoted to Hung have gone up on the Internet in the past few weeks. Versions of his performance have been remixed with hip hop and techno-music and have made it to the top 10 request list at a Chicago radio station.

So, what does Hung think of this?

“There were all these people saying things about me. A lot were saying I was very courageous and that I was great on the show, but some didn’t have much respect for me and some were kind of mean.”

Now he says he’s not so sure whether to distance himself from the glamour (魅力) or to accept it. Returning to normal hasn’t been easy.

5.What is the main idea of this passage?

A. Sometimes an idol behaves quite foolishly.   

B. Hung’s performance attracted the public eye.

C. How an unsuccessful person became famous. 

D. Success sometimes does not require hard work.

6.What does the underlined word “it” in Paragraph 7 refer to?

A. William Hung.            B. Hung’s bad act.   
C. Hung’s website.         D. The public’s opinion.

7.Which of the following shows the correct order of what happened to Hung?

a. The entertainment firms made an agreement with Hung.

b. The judges cut Hung off in mid-act in the singing contest.

c. Hung became popular among Americans.

d. Hung gave a terrible performance though he tried his best.

e. Three websites put Hung’s funny performance on the Internet.

A. d, b, e, c, a          B. a, c, d, b, e       
C. a, d, b, c, e          D. d, b, a, e, c

8.Why was Hung able to win the hearts of America?

A. His success was based on his own hard work.

B. He attracted people’s attention in the contest.

C. He was good-looking though he didn’t sing well.

  D. His character was completely different from other idols’.
                                      C

    Functional beverages (饮料) are a foreign concept referred to as “drinks for specific uses”. They include sports drinks, which have vitamins and minerals to help replace the salt and minerals lost in sweat; and nutrient drinks, which have caffeine and something to make people excited. Functional beverages have been known in Asia and Europe for some time, but are relative newcomers to the US market.

    Previously, market participants believe that drinks were all about refreshment. Functional beverages originated the concept that beverages could be sold as a “lifestyle” product. In fact, one of the main forces at work among the Americans is the lack of of time. This sense of speed causes consumers to look for quick and easy solutions: functional beverages have benefited from this attitude, as have functional foods. It is easier to grab a bottle of juice than eat an apple, easier to down a cereal (谷类食物) bar than get out a bowl and spoon to eat conventional food, and so on. Young consumers are especially drawn to the idea of consuming a functional beverage that provides energy as well as a cool image. Other consumers who want to do something good for themselves find functional drinks better than more conventional beverages that do not have the added “good for you” poisoning.

    But some experts suggest consumers should be careful in choosing a brand. For example, some are best after intense exercise and some are not good for people with high blood pressure or heart disease. Experts have said that today’s functional beverages are more about health and fashion than thirst and that the industry needs regulating.

9. According to the passage, which of the following is NOT TRUE?

    A. Functional beverages include sports drinks and nutrient drinks.

    B. People in Europe have known functional beverages for some time.

    C. Functional beverages appeared in America at first.

    D. Functional beverages are drinks for specific uses.

10. The word “originate” in paragraph 2 means        .

    A. bring in       B. bring forth    C. bring up       D. bring about

11. Which of the following is true of functional beverages?

    A. Functional beverages are good for all the people.

    B. Some consumers prefer more conventional beverages because they do not have “good for you” poisoning.

    C. Young consumers like functional beverages for both energy and cool image.

    D. Functional beverages are popular among the Americans for its nutrient.

12. The text is mainly about        .

    A. what functional beverage is

    B. what functional beverage includes

    C. how functional beverage developed

    D. what benefit functional beverage brings to us

D

    Net Library is a library that lends out digital books. It treats a digital book like a paperback copy. It charges libraries per book per copy and gives publishers a cut of the total income.

    From the consumer’s point of view, this means that if more than five people want the latest Danielle Steel romance novel, other people who request that book will get a message saying the title is unable to get.

    Many publishers seem to have embraced its model. More than 350 publishers gave the company rights to hand out their digital works, and McGraw-Hill Corporation and Houghton Mifflin Corporation have put money into the company. The California public libraries and about 1,800 others across the US are trying out the Net Library service.

    Some librarians criticize the Net Library model. Stanford University librarian Michael Keller argues that the company is creating an unnatural fear of digital works, which is contrary to the ideas of the Internet.

    Keller and some other librarians argue for the e-book vision set forth by Brary. Brary is starting a service that lets us users read books for free.

    But it will charge about 25 cents a page when a person tries to point out material or copy and taste it into a different file or tries to download a copy onto a computer.

    Christopher Warnock, chief executive of Brary, believes most consumers won’t want to buy entire books, only the parts that interest them.

    “There is not really a lot of good owning an electronic file and having to store it and manage it. It doesn’t make sense,” he said.

13. How do publishers get money form the Net Library?

    A. They get money from selling their books to the Net Library.

    B. They share the money with Net Library.

    C. They get money by cutting the cost of the books.

    D. They get money from the readers.

14. The underlined word “embraced” in the third paragraph means        .

    A. taken something willingly        B. held something tightly

    C. disliked something badly         D. tried out something hard

15. From the second paragraph we can see consumers        .

    A. don’t care if they are charged money

    B. enjoy the service of the Net Library

    C. don’t like other people’s borrowing books

    D. complain about the limited number of the new books

16. What does the last paragraph mean?

A. Net Library is not a good way for the consumers.

B. There is no need for consumers to have a whole book.

    C. Brary is not a good library for the consumers.

D. It’s reasonable to charge the consumers money for copying some pages.
E

Across the globe, single parent homes are on the rise. In the US, the 2000 census (人口普查) showed 24.8 million, or nearly 24 percent of the nation’s 105.5 million households, were traditional two-parent homes. By comparison, 9.8 million households, or 9 percent of all US households were headed by an adult raising a child alone. The 1990 census showed 26 percent of homes were led by a married mother and father, and 8 percent of homes were led by a single parent.

Similar increases occurred in other countries. In the UK, lone-parent homes increased from 3.3 percent in 1990 to 5.5 percent in 1999. Single parent households in Australia rose from 5.8 percent in 1990 to 7.6 percent in 1999. Belgium saw the increase from 1.8 percent to 2.7 percent during the same period of time. These countries tend to have greater acceptance of the single parent because there are fewer nearby family members to disapprove, Riche, a Census Bureau director, said.

Just as in the US, those changes raised new questions about how involved govenment should be in helping single parent families. Some research suggests children raised in two-parent families are better off than those who depend on one.

    “The position of one-parent families in any country is very much a gender (性别) issue-women’s opportunities, especially working-class women on low income,” said Sue Cohen, coordinator (协调员) of the Single Action Parents Network in England.

17.Not considering the exact number of the single-parent families, which country saw the fastest rise rate in 1999, compared with 1990?

A.UK.      B. Australia.      C. America.     D. Belgium.

18.What is the cause of the rise of single parent families across the globe?

A. The nearby family members have a favourable opinion.

B. A lone parent is well off enough to support his /her children.

C. A lot of problems have arisen in two-parent families.

D. We cannot get enough proving information from the text.

19.Which of the following is TRUE about the increase of single parent families according to the passage?

A. It will somewhat limit the growing population of younger generation.

B. Governments should take actions about the social problems brought about by it.

C. Single parent families are not looked down upon in any country mentioned here.

D. Generally speaking, the single parents needn’t worry since they are highly paid.

20.Which of the following diagrams correctly shows the rise of single parent families in the US from 1990 to 2000? 
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(六)

A

HOTEL INFORMATION

Baymont Inn Ft.Lauderdale

     3800 W. Commercial, Ft. Lauderdale. FL 33309

     Lowest Prices 110% Guaranteed (保证)

     Room Information

 Rooms are equipped with "Double, Queen, or King bed (s), smoking or non-smoking based on location and availability. Provided in each spacious guest room is a hair dryer, coffee maker, iron, ironing board, 25' TV and guest voice mail.

     Check-in Time: 7:00 P. M.

     Hotel Amenities: Air Conditioned, Free Parking, 24 Hour Front Desk, Pool, Television with Cable, Coffee Maker in Room, Hairdryers Available.

 Beach Plaza Hotel

      625 N. Fort Lauderdale Beach Blvd, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304

      Room Information

      The oceanfront accommodations at Beach Plaza Hotel are some of the most affordable on Fort Lauderdale Beach. Each room features direct-dial telephone, cable television and daily maid service. The very affordable efficiency studios even include full kitchens! All rooms surround the private poolside garden courtyard.

      Check-in Time: 7:05 E M.

      Hotel Amenities: Air Conditioned, Coffee Maker in Room, 24 Hour Front Desk, Parking, Hairdryers Available, Pool, Television with Cable. 

Fort Lauderdale Plaza Hotel

3711 N. Ocean Blvd, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308

Room Information

     Guest rooms feature TVs, in-room movies, Internet access, in-room safes, alarm clock radios, hairdryers, refrigerators, microwaves, and balconies.

     Check-in Time: 7:00 A.M.

     Hotel Amenities: Parking, Heated Pool, Television with Cable, and Coffee Maker in Room.

1. Which hotel gives a promise?

A. Baymont Inn Ft. Lauderdale. 



B.Beach Plaza Hotel.
C. Baymont Inn Hotel. 





D.Beach Plaza Hotel.
2. In which hotel parking is the cheapest?

     A. Baymont Inn Ft. Lauderdale. 



B.Beach Plaza Hotel.

     C. Baymont Inn Hotel. 




D.Beach Plaza Hotel.

3. If you _______ you will probably go to Beach Plaza Hotel.

A. enjoy seeing films without leaving your hotel room

B. are fond of swimming in heated water

C. want to eat food cooked by yourself in the hotel

D. are a cigarette smoker

4. Which of the following is NOT true to the ads?

 
A. All of the three hotels provide television with cable.

B. You can keep your money in the room safe in Fort Lauderdale Plaza Hotel.

C. In Beach Plaza Hotel a 24-hour maid is available.

D. While staying in Fort Lauderdale Plaza Hotel, you can surf the lnternet.

B

Thinking is something you choose to do as a fish chooses to live in water. To be human is to think. But thinking may come naturally without your knowing how you do it. Thinking about drinking is the key to critical thinking. When you think critically, you take control of your thinking processes. Otherwise, you might be controlled by the ideas of others. Indeed, critical thinking is at the heart of education.

The word "critical" here has a special meaning. It does not mean taking out view against another view, as when someone criticizes another person for doing something wrong. The nature of critical thinking is thinking beyond the easily seen - beyond the picture on TV, the untrue reports in the newspapers, and the faulty reasoning.

Critical thinking is an attitude as much as an activity. If you are curious about life and desire to dig deeper into it, you are a critical thinker. If you find pleasure in deep thinking about different ideas, characters, and facts, you are a critical thinker.

Activities of the mind and higher - order reasoning are processes of deep and careful consideration. They take time, and do not go hand in hand with the fast speed in today's world: fast food, instant coffee, and self- developing film. If you are among the people who believe that speed is a measure of intelligence, you may learn something new from a story about Albert Einstein. The first thing Banesh Hoffman, a scientist, was to discuss his work with Albert Einstein. Hoffman was too nervous to speak. But Einstein immediately put Hoffman at ease by saying, "Please go slowly, I don't understand things quickly,"

5. Critical thinking is important to us because if we do not think critically, ____. 
A. it will be hard for us to think naturally and fast 

B. we might be controlled by other people's ideas 
C. we will follow the ideas of others naturally     
D. we might be fooled by other people's ideas

6. If you are a critical thinker, you will ____. 
A. think deeply about different ideas    B. trust the reports in the newspapers 
C. take one view again another view    D. criticize other people for their mistakes

7. In the last paragraph, "something new" suggests that ____. 
A. the smarter you are, the faster you do things 

B. the faster you do things, the smarter you become 
C. speed can improve intelligence     
D. intelligence is not decided by speed

8. What would be the best title for the passage? 
A. Thinking and Critical Thinking.      B. Understanding Critical Thinking.
C. Thinking is Natural and Human.      D. Thinking Past Means Intelligence

C

United States President George W. Bush is expected to issue a directive in the next few weeks. It will give the US Air force a green light for the development of space weapons, US media reported last week.

This would potentially trigger a new global arms race, some experts have warned.

To keep that from happening, last Wednesday the White House explained that it was not considering putting weapons in space. It said it was making a shift in US space policy to allow for protection of satellites.

But some defense analysts and arms control advocates argue that the policy will pave the way for the US to put both defensive and offensive weapons in space.

"No one should be fooled," said Theresa Hitches, an American weapons expert.

The US is now restricted by a 1996 directive signed by President Bill Clinton. Plans for space weapons were vetoed by the Clinton cabinet. The directive emphasized the peaceful use of space, in agreement with almost unanimous(一致的) global opinion.

The US military has placed importance on space and has sent up numerous satellites for troop communications and to provide intelligence and data to guide bombs to their targets.

The US Air force wants to develop space-based weapons that could strike targets anywhere in the world within 90 minutes of receiving the order to open fire.

These new weapons under development cover a wide range. They include hunter-killer satellites(杀手卫星) and orbiting weapons(沿轨道运行的武器系统). And they use lasers, radio waves, or even dense metal tubes, known as "Rods from God", dropped from space to do the damage.

There are many barriers to the setting up of this kind of program, experts say.

First is the cost. It is estimated that the budget may be US $ 220 billion to US $1 trillion. The technical difficulties of developing reliable space weapons are also a problem. And, the move will draw strong criticism from around the world. Experts worry about triggering a space arms race.

9. The news report mainly deals with ______.

A. US Military Plans. 

B. The Global Arms Race
C. A Comparison between Two presidents.

D. President George W. Bush and the World Peace

10. Which of the following statements are mentioned in the passage above?

a. President George W. Bush supports space weapon development.

b. The US space weapon project is very costly.

c. The American space-based weapons to be developed will be able to target any place on the earth.

d. The US military has few difficulties with the development of space weapons.

e. The space weapon program will threaten world peace.
f. Clinton government was poorer than Bush government.

A. b,d,e,f     B. a,c,d,f          C. b,c,d,e          D. a,b,c,e

11. After reading this passage, it can be inferred that _________.

A. George W. Bush's directive to be issued will be against global opinions.

B. The White House is right in explaining that US new space policy aims to protect satellites.

C. US government has little difficulty in developing new weapons.

D. President George W. Bush and Bill Clinton share a lot in common.

12. The author's attitude towards the upcoming space weapon development is ________.

A. supportive and optimistic          B. critical and worried

C. excited and content               D. indifferent but a little encouraged

D

Nowadays more and more foreign enterprises and companies are no longer relying on interviews for employment. Years of studying interviewing have made clear that it is not a very objective process. Personnel officers often hire the person they like best, or even the one they think most physically attractive. Looking good is no guarantee of doing the job well, however. Uglies or those who are aesthetically (审美地) challenged, lose heart.

To get a more objective view, many companies are also using psychological tests to hire both for relatively routine jobs and for positions at senior levels of management. It is impossible to say how many employers use tests, but estimates of test sales in the UK for 1993 were over 1 million.

The basic reason employers use tests is clear: tests claim to be scientific and objective. A large body of research has shown that interviews by themselves are not very reliable as a method of selection. People’s judgments are often very subjective: whether they like the look of someone counts for more than almost anything else. But reliable and valid tests can offer rapid and more objective information about a would-be employee. If a candidate talks well in an interview but his test results suggest that he is a careless person who cannot concentrate, an employer is likely to think twice about hiring him.

Taking a serious test for a job is rather different from taking a game-like test. You can spend just a little in answering questions of that kind of test, and you deny the answers and say they are not accurate. But you cannot go to a serious test without enough preparation since you can not afford to be denied and removed again and again.

13. In the past, who would be sure to be employed after an interview?

A. The person who was well educated.

B. The person who had great abilities.

C. The person who was physically attractive.

D. The person who was appreciated by the personnel officer in a certain aspect.

14. According to the passage, “ those who are aesthetically challenged ”(Para. 1) refer to those who are ____________________.

A. good-looking                       

B. guarantee of doing the job well

C. not attractive judging from appearance  

D. given the job of interviewing the candidates
15. Many companies use psychological tests ________________.

A. to take the place of interviews

B. just to select common clerks

C. to make the employment more difficult for candidates

D. to get really reliable and fair information about candidates

16. “that kind of test ”( Para. 4 ) refers to ________________.

A. an interview  B. a serious test  C. a game-like test   D. an objective test
E

More and more TV shows , movies and sporting events are being broadcast in High Definition (HD) —including “Good Morning America.” If you want to join the millions who are already experiencing a superior picture , you’ll need a High Definition TV (HDTV). But even if you’re ready to retire your old TV— or move it into the back bedroom where no one will ever see it —you’re bound to have lots of questions before you make an investment in a new drool-worthy HDTV. 

You might be wondering about hardware , cost and how to actually receive High Definition programming on your set . “GMA” technology contributor Becky Worley offers this primer (入门书) to understanding the complicated world of HD.

What is HDTV ①？

High definition TV is a richer transmission of television signals that makes for a more vivid viewing experience . HDTV is to standard TV what FM radio is to AM radio . HDTV is crisp , clear and noise-free , with resolution that is at least twice that of analog (模拟信号)television and CD-quality sound .

How Do I Get HDTV ②?

HDTV signals are broadcast via antennas in urban areas , and via satellite TV or cable TV. 

To receive an over-the air HDTV signal, you must live within a certain radius （半径）of an HDTV broadcast antenna and have the proper HDTV tuner (调谐器) / antenna (天线) installed in your home . 

To receive a Cable or Satellite HDTV signal , you must have a proprietary HDTV set-top box supplied by your provider .

Not all programming is available in HDTV yet , but many network shows and sporting events are currently in HD and many more are converting over .

When you watch a DVD on your HDTV , it is not technically HDTV quality , but it will look crisper on your HDTV than on a regular TV.

HDTV, HD-Ready TV, and EDTV

There are three major terms that will describe the high-end TV sets that are on sale today :HDTV ③ are TV sets that can receive and process over-the-air HD signals . You may need an antenna to receive the HD signal , but an HD tuner is built into the set and can process the signal without any other equipment . If you want to receive an HD signal from your cable or satellite provider , you will need one of the provider’s proprietary set-top boxes .

HD-Ready TV are TV sets that need an additional piece of hardware to actually receive the HD signal , such as a stand-alone HD tuner (from $250 and up ) or the set-top HDTV box provided by your cable or satellite TV company .

EDTV stands for Enhanced Digital Television . The visual quality of an EDTV is better than a standard analog TV, but is not as crisp or bright as a true HDTV.
17. Which of the following best describe the features of HDTV?


A．It offers more TV channels and choices of programs .


B．It offers more interesting and entertaining programs .


C．It offers programs with clearer pictures and sound of better quality .


D．It offers program for high technology 

18. How to understand the underlined sentence “HDTV is to standard TV what FM radio is to AM radio.” in this passage ? It is        .


A．an example to show HDTV is different from common TV.


B．a comparison to show HDTV is more advanced than common TV.


C．an example to show the similarity between HDTV and FM radio .


D．a comparison to show HDTV is better than FM radio .

19. Does “HDTV” carry the same meaning in different places (①②③) of this article ?


A．①and ②carry the same meaning while ③carries different meaning .


B．①and ③carry the same meaning while ②carries different meaning .


C．②and ③carry the same meaning while ①carries different meaning .


D．①, ②and ③all carry the same meaning .
20. If you want to receive HDTV program at home , you should have         .


A．an antenna , an HDTV set and a tuner 


B．an HD-ready TV set and live within the radius of an HDTV broadcast antenna 


C．an HDTV set , an antenna and live within the radius of an HDTV broadcast antenna


D．an EDTV set and a set-top box 

（七）

A

Besides this question of the time given to pronunciation, there are two other requirements for the teacher：the first, knowledge; the second, technique.

　　It is important that the teacher should be in possession of the necessary information．This can generally be got from books．It is possible to get from books some idea of the speech, and of what we call general phonetic rules．It is also possible in this way to get a clear mental picture of the relationship between the sounds of different languages, between the speech habits of English people and those, say, of your students．Unless the teacher has such a picture, and explanations he makes on his students’ pronunciation are unlikely to be of much use, and lesson time spent on pronunciation may well be wasted.

　　But it does not follow that you can teach pronunciation successfully as soon as you have read the necessary books．It depends, after that, what use you make of your knowledge; and this is a matter of technique.

　　Now the first and most important part of a language teacher’s technique is his own performance, his ability to show off the spoken language, in every detail of sound as well as in fluent speaking, so that the student's ability for imitation (模仿) is given the fullest space and encouragement．The teacher, then, should be as perfect a model in this field as he can make himself．And to make his own performance better, however satisfactory this may be, the modern teacher has in his hand recordings and a radio, to supply the real voices of native speakers, or, if the teacher happens to be a native speaker himself, or speaks just like one, then to change the method of presenting the language material.

　　However, the process of showing pronunciation, whether by personal example or with the help of machines, is only the beginning of teaching pronunciation．The technique of teaching each sound also needs to be considered.

　　1．How might the teacher find himself wasting lesson time?

　　A．By spending lesson time on pronunciation.

　　B．By making ill-informed explanations upon pronunciation.

　　C．By not using books on phonetics in the classroom.

　　D．By not giving students a clear mental picture of the difference between sounds.

　　2．Students have an ability for imitation which is__________.

　　A．plain and obvious

　　B．well developed

　　C．not yet developed

　　D．too weak to be useful

　　3．What is the main point the author makes about imitation of the teacher?

　　A．It is a matter of secondary importance.

　　B．Students should be given every chance for it.

　　C．It depends on the student's ability.

　　D．Teachers are perfect models for students to imitate.

　　4．To someone teaching his own language to foreigners, mechanical aids (技术手段) can______.

　　A．improve his own performance

B．replace his own performance

　　C．provide examples of native speech

　　D．make his voice louder

　　5．Showing Pronunciation is to be regarded as__________.

　　A．a part of teaching pronunciation

　　B．an exercise of value in itself

　　C．an example of the use of mechanical aids

　　D．a technique for teaching separate sounds

B

Most earthquakes occur within the upper 15 miles of the earth’s surface. But earthquakes can and do occur at all depths to about 460 miles. Their number decreases as the depth increases. At about 460 miles one earthquake occurs only every few years. Near the surface earthquakes may run as high as 100 in a month, but the yearly average does not vary much. In comparison with the total number of earthquakes each year, the number of disastrous earthquakes is very small. 
The extent of the disaster in an earthquake depends on many factors. If you carefully build a toy house with an erect set, it will still stand no matter how much you shake the table. But if you build a toy house with a pack of cards, a slight shake of the table will make it fall. An earthquake in Agadir, Morocco, was not strong enough to be recorded on distant instruments, but it completely destroyed the city. Many stronger earthquakes have done comparatively little damage. If a building is well constructed and built on solid ground, it will resist an earthquake. Most deaths in earthquakes have been due to faulty building construction or poor building sites. A third and very serious factor is panic. When people rush out into narrow streets, more deaths will result. 

The United Nations has played an important part in reducing the damage done by earthquakes. It has sent a team of experts to all countries known to be affected by earthquakes. Working with local geologists and engineers, the experts have studied the nature of the ground and the type of most practical building code for the local area. If followed, these suggestions will make disastrous earthquakes almost a thing of the past. 

There is one type of earthquake disaster that little can be done about. This is the disaster caused by seismic sea waves, or tsunamis. (These are often called tidal waves, but the name is incorrect. They have nothing to do with tides.) In certain areas, earthquakes take place beneath the sea. These submarine earthquakes sometimes give rise to seismic sea waves. The waves are not noticeable out at sea because of their long wave length. But when they roll into harbors, they pile up into walls of water 6 to 60 feet high. The Japanese call them "tsunamis", meaning "harbor waves", because they reach a sizable height only in harbors.
    Tsunamis travel fairly slowly, at speeds up to 500 miles an hour. An adequate warning system is in use to warn all shores likely to be reached by the waves. But this only enables people to leave the threatened shores for higher ground. There is no way to stop the oncoming wave. 

6. Which of the following CANNOT be concluded from the passage? 
A. The number of earthquakes is closely related to depth. 
B. Roughly the same number of earthquakes occur each year. 
C. Earthquakes are impossible at depths over 460 miles. 
D. Earthquakes are most likely to occur near the surfaces.  

7. The destruction of Agadir is an example of ______.   
A. faulty building construction 
B. an earthquake’s strength 
C. widespread panic in earthquakes 
D. ineffective instruments 

8. The United Nations’ experts are supposed to______.  
A. construct strong buildings 
B. put forward proposals 
C. detect disastrous earthquakes 
D. monitor earthquakes 

9. The significance of the slow speed of tsunamis is that people may______.  
A. notice them out at sea 
B. find ways to stop them 
C. be warned early enough 
D. develop warning systems 

                                 C

Many of the home electric goods which are advertised as liberating the modern woman 
tend to have the opposite effect, 
because they simply change the nature of work instead of eliminating it Machines have a certain novelty value, like toys for adults. It is certainly less tiring to put clothes in a washing machine, but the time saved does not really amount too much: the machine has to be watched, the clothes have to be carefully sorted out first, stains removed by hand, buttons pushed and water changed, clothes taken out, aired and ironed. It would be more liberating to pack it all off to a laundry and not necessarily more expensive, since no capital investment is required. Similarly, if you really want to save time you do not make cakes with an electric mixer, you buy one in a shop. If one compares the image of the woman in the women’s magazine with the goods advertised by those periodicals, one realizes how useful a projected image can be commercially. A careful balance has to be struck: if you show a labour-saving device, follow it up with a complicated’ recipe on the next page; on no account hint at the notion that a woman could get herself a job, but instead foster her sense of her own usefulness, emphasizing the creative aspect of her function as a housewife. So we get cake mixes where the cook simply adds an egg herself, to produce “that lovely homo-baked flavour the family love”, and knitting patterns that can be made by hand, or worse still, on knitting machines, which became tremendously fashionable when they were first introduced. Automatic cookers are advertised by pictures of pretty young mothers taking their children to the park, not by professional women presenting the dinner before leaving home for work.

10. According to the passage, many of the home electric goods which are supposed to liberate woman_____.  
A. remove unpleasant aspects of housework  
B. save the housewife very little time  
C. save the housewife’s time but not her money  
D. have absolutely no value for the housewife   
11. According to the context, "capital investment" refers to money___.  
A. spent on a washing machine  
B. borrowed from the bank  
C. saved in the bank  
D. lent to other people   
12. The goods advertised in women’s magazines are really meant to ___.  
A. free housewives from housework  
B. encourage housewives to go out to work  
C. make housewives into excellent cooks  
D. give them a false sense of fulfillment 
D

“The Lord of the Rings”, one of the best sellers in the new millennium（千年）, was made up of three parts——“The Fellowship of the Ring”, “Two Towers”, and “The Return of the King”. Millions upon millions of people have read it in over 25 different languages, but fewer know about the author and the history of the composition of the creative materwork.


John Ronald Reuel Tolkien was born in South Africa in 1892. His parents died when he was a child. Living in England with his aunt, Tolkien and his cousins made up play languages, a hobby that led to Tolkien’s becoming skilled in Welsh, Greek, Gothic, Old Norse and Anglo-Saxon.


After graduating from Oxford, Tolkien served in World War I. In 1917, while recovering from trench fever, he began composing the mythology for The Rings. As a professor of Anglo-Saxon in 1930s at Oxford, Tolkien was part of an informal discussion group called the Inklings, which included several writers. The group was soon listening to chapters of Tolkien’s imaginative work “The Hobbit”.


Hobbit was a name Tolkien created for a local people that could best be described as half-sized members of the English rural（乡村的）class. Hobbits live in hillside holes. One of them, Bilbo Baggins, looks for treasures with a group of dwarves（侏儒）. On the way, he meets the twisted, pitiful creature Gollum, from whom he sees a golden ring that makes the holder invisible.


One of Tolkien’s students persuaded her employer, publisher Allen & Unwin, to look at a draft（草稿）. The chairman of the firm, Stanley Unwin, thought that the best judge for a children’s book would be his ten-year-old son. The boy earned a shilling for reporting back that the adventure was exciting, and “The Hobbit” was published in 1937.


It sold so well that Unwin asked for a continuation. Over a dozen years later, in 1954, Tolkien produced “The Lord of the Rings”, a series of books so creative that they hold readers—new and old —after their publication.

13．What can we learn from the text?


A． “The Lord of the Rings” didn’t sell well in the last millennium.


B．People know better about Tolkien himself than about his works.


C．Tolkien was quite familiar with Old English.


D．Tolkien knew very well about different kinds of local languages in Africa.

14．Which of the following helped most in making “The Hobbit” published?


A．One of Tolkien’s students.




B．Stanley Unwin’s son.


C．Allen & Unwin.



D．Bilbo Baggins.

15．What is mainly discussed in the text?


A．“The Lord of the Rings” and its writer.


B．A completely new masterwork in the new millennium.


C．A famous professor at Oxford University.


D．The power of the magic ring.
16．Which of the following shows the right order of Mr. J.R.R.Tolkien’s life experience?


a．He had his “The Hobbit” published.


b．He became a member of the Inklings.


c．He served in World WarⅠ


d．He became an undergraduate at Oxford.

e．His work “The Lord of the Rings” came to the world.


f．He moved to England to live with his aunt.


A．f-d-b-c-a-e


B．f-d-c-b-a-e


C．f-c-d-b-e-a


D．d-f-c-a-b-e
                             E

A Battery’s Worst Nightmare (噩梦)
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Portable electronics that can be carried about easily are only as good as their batteries and, let’s face it, batteries aren’t very good, especially when compared with, say, petrol, which packs 100 times a battery’s energy into an equal space. That’s why a large group of mechanical engineers (centered at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, but with partners at other universities and companies) are hard at work in an effort to replace batteries with a tiny engine that runs on fuel. Imagine a battery-free life! When the fuel runs out in your laptop or mobile phone, you just fill up and go.

The engine—about the size of a ten-cent coin—starts with a combustion chamber (燃烧室) that burns hydrogen (氢) . Its tiny parts are etched onto silicon wafers (硅片) in the same manner that computer parts are imprinted onto integrated circuits (集成电路). The first engine is made up of five wafers. And since these wafers could be produced in much the same way as computer chips, they could probably be produced quite cheaply.

But the devil in all this nice detail is efficiency（效率）. Tiny engine parts don’t always behave like their scaled-up parts of the first engine. Something between the parts can slow down the works, according to Columbia University professor Luc Frechette, one of the engine’s designers. Extreme heat from the combustion chamber is also a problem, often leaking to other parts of the engine.

The scientists’ goal is to create an engine that will operate at 10 percent efficiency —that is, 10 times better than batteries operate. Frechette says that a complete system, with all parts of place and working, will be set up in the next couple of years, but commercial models aren’t like until at least the end of the next ten years.

17. According to the passage, the title suggests that ________

A. batteries should be greatly improved

B. petrol will be used instead of batteries

C. the time of batteries will be gone forever

D. pollution caused by batteries must be solved

18. What’s the meaning of the underlined word “devil” in paragraph 3?

A. problem　　　　B. advantage　　　　C. invention　　　　Ｄ. technique

19. What can we infer from the passage?

A. The new invention doesn’t need any fuel.

B. The new engine has been produced in quantity.

C. The new invention is much cheaper than the battery.

D. The new engine needs to be improved before it’s on sale 

20. What is the main purpose of this passage?

A. To introduce a new invention to readers.

B. To persuade readers not to use batteries.

C.To show us how the new invention works.  

D. To declare when the engine will be on sale.       

(八)

A

Even with little exposure to cultural standards of beauty, “infants treat attractive faces as  distinctive regardless of the sex, age and race of the stimulus(刺激物) faces,”  write psychologist Judith H.Langlois and her colleagues in the January DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY.

In their experiment, 60 healthy 6-month-old infants from middle-class families viewed slides showing eight pairs of white male faces and eight pairs of white female faces. Each pair, displayed for 10 seconds, consisted of one attractive and one unattractive face, as previously judged by a group of male and female college students. An experimenter viewed the young participants on a video monitor and recorded the direction and duration of each infant’s gaze.

The 35 boys and 25 girls looked longer at both male and female faces judged as attractive, the researchers found.

Their second study of 6-month-old involved 15 boys and 25 girls, mostly white, who saw eight pairs of slides showing an attractive and an unattractive black female, as previously judged by both white and black college students.  Again, the babies looked much longer at attractive faces.

Finally, 19 boys and 20 girls, all 6 months old and almost all of them white, viewed eight pairs of slides showing the faces of 3-month-old boys and girls previously rated as attractive or unattractive by college students. Attractive baby faces drew signficantly longer looks, the psychologists report.

Further studies must explore whether infants take attractive faces as “best examples” of a face, the investigators claim Langlois and a coworker recently reported that attractive faces may possess features that approximate the mathematical average of all faces in particular population.

1.What was found in the first study?

A.Male infants looked longer only at female ones.

B.Females looked more attractive than males.

C.Sixty 6monthold babies looked longer at the attractive faces, male or female.

D.White female faces drew more attention  than those of black ones.

2.In the last paragraph, the writer implies that .       

A.Langlois and her partners will stop their experiments they accomplished a lot

B.Langlois and her partners will focus on the other fields of infants

C.Langlois and her partners have achieved success in studying the infants’ mind

D.Langlois and her partners have found a more interesting field

3.What can be inferred from the passage?

A.All babies, white or black, tend to share with the college students the preference for attractive faces.

B.White babies prefer white faces to black ones.       
C.Babies tend to get interested in the attractive faces of the opposite sex.

D.Beauty has something to do with a person’s age, race and sex

4.The title that best expresses the main idea is .       
A.Psychology of Infants   B.Beauty in Variety  C.Beauty and Race   
D.Beauty in Infants

B

America is a country on the move. In unheardof numbers, people of all ages are exercising  their way to better health. According to the latest figures, 59 percent of American adults exercise regularly-up 12 percent from just two years ago and more than double the figure of 25 years ago. Even non-exercisers believe they would be more attractive and confident if they were more active.

It is hard not to get the message. The virtues of physical fitness are shown on magazine covers, postage stamps, and television ads of everything from beauty soaps to travel books. Exercise as a part of daily life did not catch on until the late 1960s when research by military doctors began to show the health benefits of doing regular physical exercises. Growing publicity (宣传) for races held in American cities helped fuel a strong interest in the ancient sport of running. Although running has leveled off in recent years as Americans have discovered equally rewarding-and sometimes safer-forms of exercise, such as walking and swimming, running remains the most popular form of exercise.

As the popularity of exercise continues to mount, so does scientific evidence of its health benefits. The key to fitness is exercising the major muscle groups vigorously (强有力地) enough to approximately double the heart rate and keep it doubled for 20 to 30 minutes at a time. Doing such physical exercises three times or more a week will produce considerable improvements in physical health in about three months.

5.It can be learnt from the passage that the health benefits of exercise .

A.are to be further studied              B.are selfevident

C.are yet to be proved                  D.are supported by scientific evidence

6.A growing interest in sports developed after .

A.an increasing number of races were held in American cities

B.research showed their health benefits

C.scientific evidence of health benefits was shown on TV ads

D.people got the message from magazine covers and postage stamps

7.Which of the following would be the best title for the passage?

A.Exercise-The Road to Health         B.Scientific Evidence of Health Benefits

C.Different Forms of Exercise          D.Running-A Popular Form of Sport

8.Which of the following is closest in meaning to the phrase “leveled off” in the paragraph 2?

A.“reached its lowest level in popularity”         B.“stopped being popular”

C.“stopped increasing in popularity”             D.“become very popular”

C

Unless we spend money spotting and preventing asteroids(小行星) now, one might crash into Early and destroy life as we know it, say some scientists.

Asteroids are bigger versions of the meteoroids(流星) that race across the night sky. Most orbit the sun far from Earth and don’t threaten us. But there are also thousands of asteroids whose orbits put them on a collision course with Earth.

Buy $50 million worth of new telescopes right now. Then spend $10 million a year for the next 25 years to locate most of the space rocks. By the time we spot a fatal one, the scientists say, we’ll have a way to change its course.

Some scientists favor pushing asteroids off course with nuclear weapons.  But the cost wouldn’t be cheap. Is is worth it? Two things experts consider when judging any risk are: (1)How likely the event is; and (2) How bad the consequences if the event occurs. Experts think an asteroid big enough to destroy lots of life might strike Earth once every 500 000 years. Sounds pretty rare-but if one did fall, it would be the end of the world. “If we don’t take care of these asteroids, they’ll take care of us,”says one scientist.  “It’s that simple.”

 The cure, though, might be worse than the disease. Do we really want fleets of nuclear weapons sitting around on Earth? “The world has less to fear from doomsday(世界末日) rocks than from a great nuclear fleet set against it,” said a New York Times article.

9.What does the passage say about asteroids and meteoroids?

A.They are heavenly bodies different in composition.

  B.They are heavenly bodies similar in nature.

C.There are more asteroids than meteoroids.

D.Asteroids are more mysterious than meteoroids.

10.What do scientists say about the collision of an asteroid with Earth?

A.It is very unlikely but the danger exists.

B.Such a collision might occur once every 25 years.

C.Coilisions of smaller asteroids with Earth occur more often than expected.

  D.lt’s still too early to say whether such a collision might occur.

11.What do people think of the suggestion of using nuclear weapons to alter the course of asteroids?

A.It sounds practical but it may not solve the problem.

B.It may create more problems than it might slove.

C.It is a waste of money because a collision of asteroids with Earth is very unlikely.

D.Further research should be done before it is proved applicable.

12.We can conclude from the passage that .       
A.while pushing asteroids off course nuclear weapons would destroy the world

B.asteroids racing across the night sky are likely to hit Earth in the near future

C.the worry about asteroids can be left to future generations since it is unlike to happen in our lifetime.

D.workable solutions still have to be found to prevent a collision of asteroids with Earth

D

While still in its early stages, welfare reform has already been judged a great success in many states-at least in getting people off welfare. It’s estimated that more than 2 million people have left the rolls since 1994.

In the past four years, welfare rolls in Athens County have been cut in half. But 70 percents of the people who left in the past two years took jobs that paid less than $6 an hour. The resuit: The Athens County poverty rate still remains at more than 30 percent-twice the national average.

 For advocates (代言人) for the poor, that’s an indication that much more needs to be done.

“More people are getting jobs, but it’s not making their lives any better,” says Kathy Lairn,a policy analyst at the Center on Budget and policy Priorities in Washington.

A center analysis of US Census data nationwide found that between 1995 and 1996, a greater percentage of single, female-headed households were earning money on their own, but that average income for these households actually went down.

But for many, the fact that poor people are able to support themselves almost as well without government aid as they did with it is in itself a huge victory.

“Welfare was a poison. It was a toxin(毒素) that was poisoning the family,” says Robert Rector, a welfarereform policy analyst. “The reform is changing the moral climate in lowincome communities. It’s beginning to rebuild the work ethic(道德观), which is much more important.”

Mr. Rector and others argued that once “the habit of dependency is cracked, ”then the country can make other policy changes aimed at improving living standards.

13.From the passage, it can be seen that the auther .       
A.believes the reform has reduced the government’s burden

B.insists that welfare reform is doing little good for the poor

C.is overenthusiastic about the success of welfare reform

D.considers welfare reform to be fundamentally successful

14.Why aren’t people enjoying better lives when they have jobs?

A. Because many families are divorced.        

B. B.Because government aid is now rare.

C. Because their wages are low.               

D. D.Because the cost of living is rising.

15.What is worth noting from the example of Athens County is that .       
A.greater efforts should be made to improve people’s living standards

B.70 percent of the people there have been employed for two years

C.50 percent of the population no longer relies on welfare

D.the living standards of most people are going down

16.From the passage we know that welfare reform aims at .

A.saving welfare funds          B.rebuilding the work ethics(观念)

C.providing more jobs           D.cutting government expenses

E

In some urban centers, workaholism is so common that people do not consider it unusual:

They accept the lifestyle as normal. Government workers in Washington D.C, for example, frequently work sixty to seventy hours a week. They don’t do this because they have to; they do it because they want to.

Workaholism can be a serious problem. Because true workaholics would rather work than do anything else, they probably don’t know how to relax.

Is workaholism always dangerous? Perhaps not. There are, certainly, people who work well under stress. Some studies show that many workaholies have great energy and interest in life. Their work is so pleasurable that they are actually very happy. For most workaholics, work and entertainment keep them busy and creative.

Why do workaholics enjoy their jobs so much? There are several advantages to work. Of course, it provides people with paychecks, and this is important. But it offers more than financial security. It provides people with selfconfidence; they have a feeling of satisfaction when they’re produced a challenging piece of work and are able to say,“I made that.” Psychologists claim that work gives people an identity through participation in work, they get a sense of self and individualism. In addition, most jobs provide people with a socially acceptable way to meet others. Perhaps some people are compulsive about their work, but their addiction seems to be a safe-even an advantageous-one.

17.The passage indicates that workaholics          .

A.just know work but nothing else

B.are willing to work hard for long hours without pay

C.find their work provide them more satisfaction and selfconfidence than how much they are   paid

D.has the work with more responsibility than others

18.One of the reasons that some people are not willing to quit their jobs even in their eighties and  nineties is that        
A.they are in the need of financial security

B.they would rather work than be disturbed by domestic affairs

C.they long for a sense of identity and being accomplished

D.they may have health problems from sheer boredom

19.This passage is mainly about .

A.workaholics are usually successful people, but their lives are in a mess        
B.workaholism can lead to serious problems but it can also create a joyful life

C.people who are absorbed in their work may enjoy movies, sports and other kinds of entertainment

D.those who work even under difficult conditions may be very happy

20.It can be inferred from the passage that .         
A.in the eyes of all the common people workaholics are peculiar

B.to workaholics, work is the sole source of happiness

C.a piece of challenging work may provide the workaholics a sense of satisfaction

D.workaholics are as addicted to their job as other people are to drugs or alcohol
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